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(54) OPTICAL DISK DISCRIMINATING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To discriminate the kind of 
an optical disk without providing a track pitch 
identification information labeling part on the disk and 
also to enable the discrimination prior to setting a 
tracking servo. 

SOLUTION: This discriminating device is equipped with 
an optical pickup 4 having a three-beam tracking servo 
function for controlling the tracking servo based on a 
detecting signal of a sensor for detecting one pair of 
sub-beams reflected at the time of converging three 
light spots on the optical disk, a tracking error generator 
9 for generating a tracking error signal based on a 
difference between one pair of sub-beam signals, a 
tracking error signal amplitude detector 10 for detecting 
an amplitude of the tracking error signal and a 
microprocessor 8 for discriminating the kind of the 
optical disk based on a comparison between the 
amplitude of the tracking error signal and a set value. 
Alternatively, a sub-beam phase difference detector for 
detecting a phase difference between the one pair of sub- 
discriminate a classification of the optical disk based on a 
phase difference and a set value. 
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